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This was something of an unexpected issue. Way back in the summer of 2020, a collection of articles began to
take shape intended for this issue, along with several other pieces in development. Well, the other pieces in
development had other plans, additional ideas were inspired along the way...and here we are. The result is that
we have yet another issue already in a significant state of completion, and this bonus New Year’s issue in the
bargain. My thanks to all of the staff and contributors—old and new—who weathered the twists and turns of
this issue in an already ridiculous year. I am, now and always, in your debt.

In the hot seat: Interviewees. Wow. We had a few in this issue. Some have been waiting patiently for their
moment in print. Others were asked at the last minute when the direction of the newsletter suddenly veered
towards them. We are grateful to one and all: Terry J. Erdmann, Figure FETTish, Laura Harrington, Mrs. E.
Johnson, Karl Lundstedt, Bruce McCorkindale, Earl Mac Rauch, W.D. Richter, and Billy Vera. Thanks also to
Denise and Mike Okuda at the Banzai Institute Facebook page for their generous assistance in getting the word
out about World Watch One and their contributions to Banzai fandom in general. We extend our appreciation
to Dan Berger, Barry Chan, Matt Haley, and Mike Okuda for creating the graphic elements that appear in this
issue. Thanks also go out to Chris “ArcLight” Wike for hosting the newsletter’s presence on the interwebs at the
World Watch OnLine library and Sean Murphy for doing the same at the Buckaroo Banzai FAQ.

Many thanks to our regular contributors: Dan Berger, Steve Mattsson, Sean Murphy, Steven H Silver, and Scott
Tate, for once again rising to the occasion. We would particularly like to thank Rich Ross and Colleen Method
for stepping up and contributing to the cause with their articles. Special thanks to Sean Murphy and Steven H
Silver for their proofing of this issue’s contents, and Radford Polinsky for his contributions.

Welcome'! Please join us in welcoming Barry Chan to the staff! Barry is a graphic designer extraordinaire and
responsible for many of the full color graphic flourishes you will find in this issue. Glad to have you aboard!

Commendations go to Scott Tate for coming through in the later stages of the newsletter and essentially
creating the last quarter of this issue. What started as one possible and somewhat tortured path to a book
review turned into two reviews and two interviews with Banzai luminaries, along with additional and varied
last minute writing projects. My goose would have been cooked without you, Scott. Well done.

Get in the game: World Watch One does not write or illustrate itself. All are invited to contribute to the next
issue. Don’t worry about making it perfect. We’d just love to hear from you. See below for contact information
and further encouragement.

Photo/Art Credits are granted attribution within the body of the newsletter. All images have been used in
accordance with the principles of fair use as outlined in 17 U.S.C. § 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976.

I’m Warning You... This newsletter is not meant for commercial distribution. If you purchased a copy of this
newsletter, demand your money back and report the seller to the proper authorities, then look for a free copy
on-line. We're not getting paid, you're not gonna get paid, nobody gets paid! Dig it.

Submissions to World Watch One are strongly encouraged. Really. I am dead serious. People, we know
you're out there! All are welcome. Please contact us at dan.berger.2@gmail.com for details.

Front Cover: In his ongoing quest to Nagelize the entirety of Team Banzai,
Editor-in-Chief Dan Berger created this image in honor of this issue’s star
attraction, Mrs. Johnson. This mash-up of the classic Bruce McBroom
publicity photo featuring Laura Harrington’s Mrs.J. and Patrick Nagel’s iconic
“Woman in a Yellow Sweater” attempts to capture the spirit of both subjects
and the era in which they appeared. According to Dan, “Nagel’s affinity for,
westernization of, and modern take on traditional Japanese wood block prints
has always appealed to me. Considering the ‘East meets West' nature of the
Banzai Institute, it’s difficult to imagine a more natural fit than Nagle’s style
and Team Banzai’s familiar faces.”

Questions? Comments? Need a sympathetic ear and a kind word? That’'s why
we’re here; that and the snacks. Contact us at dan.berger.2@gmail.com.

FOLLOW THE BANZAI INSTITUTE ON FACEBOOK
FOLLOW WORLD WATCH ONE ON FACEBOOK



http://www.worldwatchonline.com/library.htm
http://www.figmentfly.com/bb/publicity5.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title_17_of_the_United_States_Code
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Copyright_Act_of_1976
mailto:dan.berger.2@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Banzai-Institute-119214478147645/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/World-Watch-One-109454690588833
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Light it up!

During a family Zoom gathering in December last year (apologies to future
generations trying to make sense of those words), I proposed that New York City
should forgo the traditional ball drop in Times Square on New Years and replace it
with a giant wicker “2020” sculpture to be burned at midnight instead. Pagan
dancing would follow. Masks and social distancing would be mandatory, although
it’s hard to say how well that would dovetail with the pagan dancing.

Sign of the times, I guess.

2020 reminds me a lot of a description I once heard in passing about Perfect
Tommy, “Sometimes he’s a pretty smart feller. Most times he’s a pretty fart
smeller.” Much of the last year has been memorable for its lingering aroma of
awfulness and misery, but it also had its moments of genius. Carbon emissions
were down globally, voter turnout rose to historic numbers in the United States,
COVID-19 vaccines began to make their way into the arms of first responders and
medical personnel around the world, and SpaceX made history with the successful
launch and return of a Dragon capsule piloted by real live astronauts to the
International Space Station, slap dab in the middle of a summer desperately in
need of a happy thought.

It’s not a stretch to say that happy thoughts were in broad demand and short
supply last year, especially towards the end. Here on New Year’s Day, as I type this,
there is a growing sense that things could maybe (Hopefully? Possibly?) get better.
It’s a fragile hope, but the fact that it’s even on the radar is a comforting thought.

Which brings us to Shogatsu.

Shogatsu is a Japanese celebration of the New Year, and a perennial favorite on the
Banzai Institute calendar. The traditions surrounding this celebration are many,
but the two we reflect upon most in this issue are oosouji and fukubukuro. That’s a
lot of Japanese and mostly adequate transliteration for you to chew on, so bear
with me.

“Oosouji” roughly translates as “big cleaning.” The idea here is that every new year
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begins with a clean slate, starting with a household cleaning that includes often neglected areas, like under beds,
refrigerators, and other furniture and large appliances. If ever a New Year needed a clean slate to start from, it

would be 2021.

“Fukubukuro” is the tradition of retailers offering mystery bags for purchase. These bags are filled with items of a
retail value typically exceeding the price charged, with uncertainty and risk adding to the alure of the bags’ unknown
contents. 2021 feels like a spiritual cousin of this tradition. Who knows what we will find inside?

Come to think of it, every issue of World Watch One is a little like the Institute’s own fukubukuro offering. You
never know what you’ll find inside, and this uncertainty is often mirrored in the process of putting them together.
That said, we’re not above tossing a few spoilers in the mix. As the cover indicates, you'll be hearing a lot about and
from Mrs. Johnson in this issue; both from Laura Harrington—the actress who portrayed her in the docudrama—
and the legend herself in their respective interviews. You will also hear from Institute veterans Terry Erdmann and
Billy Vera, as they talk about their recently released books and memories from making and marketing Buckaroo
Banzai, among other things. We are particularly delighted to include articles by two fellow Blue Blaze Irregulars,
Colleen Method and Rich Ross; part of a growing wave of BBI's willing to take us up on our open submissions policy.

Like the new year in front of us, there are plenty of surprises in store in this issue. So, let’s all gather around the
embers of 2020 and toast some marshmallows. 2021 awaits, and the bar for improvement is low. And, for the

duration of the pandemic, lithium is once again available on credit.


https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/2020/12/23/good-news-2020-positive-stories-amid-coronavirus-election-celebrity-deaths/3921159001/
https://www.space.com/spacex-crew-dragon-demo-2-splashdown.html
https://www.hisgo.com/us/destination-japan/blog/japanese_new_years_traditions.html
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In Memoriam: Jerry Peterson
By Steve Mattsson

Gerald “Jerry” Peterson died on December 8t, 2020
from complications of COVID-19. He was an alto, tenor,
and baritone saxophone player, who was a charter
member of Billy Vera & The Beaters. His other gigs
included playing with Kim Carnes, Tanya Tucker,
Smokey Robertson, The Temptations, Linda Ronstadlt,
Rick Danko, Robbie Robertson, Barbara Streisand,
Olivia Newton-John, and .38 Special. You can check out
his discography here.

Jerry served in the Air Force during the Viet Nam War.
He was the conspicuous “double sax” player during the
Hong Kong Cavilers’ gig at Artie’s Artery. He also worked
for the bad ass carpet cleaning company, The
Rugsuckers, who fought alongside Buckaroo during the
assault on Yoyodyne.

Credit: The Billy Vera Collection

I had the good fortune of attending the “Getting the
Band Back Together” signing and panel at the 2016
Comic-Con International in San Diego, California. In
attendance were Pepe Serna, Damon Hines, Billy Vera,
and Jerry Peterson. After dutifully waiting in line to meet
the cast, I approached the table and saw that they had a
variety of 8x10 glossies available for signing. I gravitated
to one of Billy as Pinky Carruthers and Jerry as the
double sax player for The Hong Kong Cavaliers. Billy was
having an in depth conversation with another fan about
music, when Jerry interrupted him with great
enthusiasm, “Billy, Billy! He wants the one of you and
me!” Jerry’s excitement about being part of Buckaroo
Banzai was infectious more than thirty years after the
movie debuted.

In the world of Team Banzai, I was always intrigued by
Jerry’s character. He wasn’t part of Buckaroo’s inner
circle who lived at the Institute. He had an ordinary 9-5
job as a carpet cleaner, but he still got to play with the
band and he was on Buckaroo’s short list when the world
was in danger. Nice work if you can get it.

During the panel, Billy told a story about the Beaters
playing a bar band in the 1987 movie Blind Date with
Bruce Willis and Kim Bassinger. Apparently, director
Blake Edwards loved Jerry and all the shots of the band
that made it into the film featured him on the sax—to the
detriment of Billy and the rest of the musicians. Billy told
the story with mock indignation that made clear his love
and respect for Jerry as a partner in film and in music.

World Watch One reached out to Billy Vera for a few
more words about Jerry, to which he graciously
contributed the following:

“Jerry Peterson was a charter member of Billy Vera & the
Beaters and a dear friend. Aside from playing his iconic
saxophone solo on my song, “At This Moment,” he stood
next to me onstage for forty-one years. The audience
never failed to love it when he played two saxes at once
on “Millie, Make Some Chili.” Nobody loved the spotlight
more than Jerry did. He was thrilled to be chosen to play
the role of Rug Sucker in Buckaroo Banzai. He left a hole
in our band that will never be filled.”

Rest in peace, Jerry.

Our heartfelt condolences go out to Jerry’s friends and
family. Please wear a mask and maintain social distance
for as long as it takes. We don't want to lose any more.

Credit: Bruce McBroom/The Banzai Institute

For an interview with Billy Vera, turn to page 41.


https://www.discogs.com/artist/446990-Jerry-Peterson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_Nre7UOdOw&fbclid=IwAR3wfb0eAcOBcYCQDERuqV8EQbn6CTgyw_QJLhO8UJjw6y1dPrxq0F-AUKI
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Beauty in Everyday Life
By Rich Ross

Over the last several issues, World Watch One has put out the
call for Blue Blaze Irregulars to send in short observations,
thoughts, and personal experiences related to a specific
subject. The first such Call for Submissions was for fan
memories celebrating The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai’s
thirty-fifth anniversary in our August, 2019 issue. The next was
a call for observations from the field from Blue Blaze Irregulars
toeing the front lines of the pandemic, in many different
capacities, for our August, 2020 issue.

What a difference a year makes, eh?

We decided, once again, to ask BBI's around the globe to take
a stab at a different topic; this time with the holidays in mind.
For a New Year’s issue, we thought messages of thankfulness
and hope—the everyday observations of a world where
beauty continues to live and kindness thrive in difficult times—
would make a welcome addition. We sent out the call early in
November. Then we sent it out again.

Only one man, Rich Ross, replied. His response appears
below.

This year has been difficult, and the pandemic remains
unforgiving. In spite of that, | firmly believe there is room for
hope and a measure of gratitude for the goodness that these
relentless days of sameness reveal at unexpected times. We
can lay down and let the darkness of the day press in upon us,
or we can defy it by recognizing the kinder moments that are
often more difficult to parse from the gloom. That is what Rich
was able to do in the paragraphs below.

Thanks, Octopodes. | owe ya. -DB

Living through this year has been hard for reasons which
I am sure we are all overly aware. While the year isn’t
over, and there are still going to be hard times ahead, I
can’t help but think of some of the meaningful ways in
which humanity has kept reminding us that all is not
lost, not by a long shot. I am not talking about any grand
gestures, more about the ways people have made joy and
hope live in everyday life.

When we thought the pandemic was transmitted by
everything and on every surface, when we were
disinfecting our mail, people in my area started making
sure there were antiseptic wipes for the delivery people if
they needed them. When people were staying away from
each other because they were afraid to get the disease,
chalk phrases like “you matter and are loved” and “we
can hug soon” started appearing on sidewalks all over
town. When toilet paper, paper towels, and disinfectant
were hard to come by, neighbors organized to make sure
others that were high risk or already sick had what they
needed. When things seemed to be at their worst in early
summer, and systemic injustice was put front and center
for all of us to see, those that could took precautions and

BEAUTY IN EVERYDAY LIFE

made their voices heard in inspiring and incredible
numbers.

People are amazing. People can choose to be amazing.
Some find it easy to fall into fear or despair, while some
seem to naturally float on ebullience. I swing between
the two, so to help me remember to be good in the world,
I have the following hung in my workroom “The
principles by which B. Banzai lives are known as the Five
Stresses, the Four Beauties and the Three Loves. Things
to be stressed are decorum, courtesy, public health,
discipline, and morals. The Four Beauties are the
beauties of mind, language, behavior, and environment.
The Three Loves are love of others, love of justice, and
love of freedom.” Every day, I try to embody at least one
of the Stresses, the Beauties, and the Loves. Just one a
day makes the world I move in better for me and those
around me. We all get to choose. I look forward to seeing
all of the things we do, big and small, to help make our
experience of the world better.

Thank you all. Stay safe,
Rich “Octopodes” Ross


http://www.figmentfly.com/bb/newsletters/ww1_august_2019.pdf
http://www.figmentfly.com/bb/newsletters/world_watch_one_august_10th_2020.pdf
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Camping & All Weather Go-Bag Extras
by Colleen Method

In 2012, I volunteered for training in the Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT), a U.S. Federal
Emergency Management Agency program for people to
help in disasters or emergencies. After training, I created
a Go-Bag packing list that incorporates the lessons
learned in CERT classes.

For those unfamiliar, Go-Bags are prepared bags
containing supplies and equipment for emergency
situations. Other terms include Emergency Bags, FEMA
Bags, Weather Gear, etc. Call them what you want as a
family.

Since retiring actively from the BBI team, I asked my
team members what portion of my wisdom they wanted
me to share. They asked me to write down my packing
list, which they have asked me for since 2012. A list of
CERT kit additions is noted.

Feel free to add to or subtract things from the list as you
see fit. I give you the following list for camping or extra
items to consider for your all weather to go bags.

Extra water bottles
Water purifier drops or lozenges
Roll all clothes up and place in plastic storage bags

Any medications should be placed in storage bags with
clothes

Extra rope (never know if you need it)
A small book to kill boredom

2 extra flashlights and batteries

Food stuffs, candy, and snacks (hold off on salty foods)
Pen, marker, and a notebook
Compass

Whistle

Map of area

Duct tape roll

Fold up axe and shovels

First aid kit

Eating utensils, cookware, and dishes

If Wifi is available—phone, tablet, or computer—if
power is available

Solar powered phone and device chargers (fully charged
and with cables)

Fold up camping furniture: chair, bed, etc.

Virtually surviving: During the pandemic, more than business
meetings and family gatherings have become digitized, as
demonstrated by Colleen Method’s recent excursion into
virtual camping pictured above. Credit: Colleen Method

Flint kit or matches—never use a refillable cigarette
lighter for campfires. Flicking your Bic is ok.

Water bucket

Box of baking soda

Sleeping bag

Tent, camper, or rent a cabin

Baking soda note-Did you know that you can use baking
soda for a lot of things? My favorite is to clean dishes
where soap is not an option. Just put a pinch of baking
soda on a dish and start cleaning. Do not use baking soda
on good dishes or your daily silverware at home. It is
best used on camping gear.

Weather emergency Go-Bags: This list can also be used
to augment or add to your weather emergency go bag for
the home or car. Just add a blanket, extra food stuffs,
and keep in mind the weather extremes your area
experiences. Keep clothes and medications with you and
not the bag.

CERT Kit Gear additions to list: triage tape or tags, extra
duct tape or masking tape, marker, helmet, vest or
jacket, knee pads, and team requirements.

Hope this helps in setting people on the road to having
fun in the wilderness.

Saddle Up: The CERT program—originally a product of the
Los Angeles Fire Department in 1985—was created in an
effort to train civilians to help meet immediate needs in the
wake of large scale disasters and threats to public well-being.
CERT became a national program in 1993, with community-
based programs in all 50 states. Find out more about
volunteer and training opportunities at
https://www.ready.gov/volunteer.



https://www.ready.gov/cert
https://www.ready.gov/cert
https://www.ready.gov/volunteer
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INTERVIEW: Bruce McCorkindale

The Muppets Take the 8" Dimension!
By Dan Berger

On August 27, 2020, sharp-eyed Blue Blaze Irregular
ArcLight shared an intriguing Facebook post by artist
Bruce McCorkindale at the Buckaroo Banzai: Blue Blaze
Irregulars Club. The post featured an illustration of two
Muppets acting out the shock tower scene from The
Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai. How did such an
improbable pastiche find its way into the world? We
contacted McCorkindale to find out for ourselves.

Bruce McCorkindale is a freelance artist, born and bred
in Omaha, NE, the city he still calls home with his wife,
Rebecca, and two cats: Mews and Momo. He focused on
comic art full-time in the 80s and 90s, working primarily
as an inker for companies like DC, Malibu, and Image
Comics. His work appeared in Planet of the Apes: Blood
of the Apes, Rune vs. Venom, Star Trek: Deep Space
Nine, and many others. He shifted gears in the 2000s,
working full-time with Terry Tidwell at Miracle Studios,
creating comic-style artwork and animation for the
advertising/editorial market. Since the 2010s, Bruce has
re-focused on freelance comic art and classic comic art
re-creations.

Dan Berger: A Muppet/Buckaroo Banzai mash-up is
not something I expected to see...ever, but the concept
works brilliantly. How did this illustration come about?

Bruce McCorkindale: In 2019, I decided to
participate in Inktober; the event where artists post one
drawing a day in October on social media with the
hashtag #Inktober. For a theme, I decided to do
“Arthouse Muppets.” I put Muppets into various
arthouse/indie films like The Seventh Seal, Throne of
Blood, etc., and it really caught on with Twitter. Patton
Oswalt retweeted almost every one of my posts, and I
went from close to a thousand followers to almost
10,000. After October, I offered to do commissions of
Muppet-ized movies for people, and got a lot of
responses. One of those requests was for a Muppet
version of Buckaroo. I decided to put Link Hogthrob in
the Lord John Whorfin role and Kermit as Buckaroo.

DB: Were you familiar with Buckaroo before taking on
the commission?

BM: I was sort of-kind of familiar with it. I had seen the
film before, years ago, but it didn't particularly stick with

me. I later became good friends with a fellow comic artist

who was a big Buckaroo fan, so I was pleased to do
something that he’d get a kick out of. It’s always fun to
research the films, whichever one I do. Some of my
favorite pieces have been of films that I wasn’t
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It’s not easy being green: Kermit faces the horrors of Link
Hogthrob’s diabolical Shock Tower in a Muppet Dimension
version of Buckaroo Banzai. Credit: Bruce McCorkindale

necessarily a fan of. I love David Lynch, but his Dune is
sort of a major exception. However, I really loved having
Oscar the Grouch riding a Slimey sand worm!

DB: What were some of the other memorable requests
people made for Muppet commissions?

BM: I tend to pick unusual films myself, so I think it
would be hard to shock me with movie choices! I haven’t
had a lot of specific requests for theme, because I warn
people that I like to go my own way with the ideas. I had
two requests that weren’t films, so that was interesting.

A
McCorkindale ‘20
Oscar Atreides? Requests for Bruce McCorkindale’'s Muppet-

inspired take on various arthouse and independent films has
mutated over time to include Marvel comic book covers and
Shakespearean plays, with quite a few 1980’s cult films in the
mix. Credit: Bruce McCorkindale



https://www.facebook.com/groups/17227684366
https://www.facebook.com/groups/17227684366
https://inktober.com/faq
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McCorkindale ~20

Snikt! Credit: Bruce McCorkindale

One was a Muppet version of King Lear (with Bunsen
and Beaker), and the other was a Muppet version of the
cover to Wolverine #4 with Animal in the lead.

DB: How did you decide on the specific scene and
characters you used in your Muppets/Buckaroo image?

BM: Since I don’t like to have a lot of preset ideas at the
onset, I tell clients that I'm happy to take suggestions on
choice of Muppet, scene, etc... as long as there’s an
understanding that I might go a whole other way with it.
With Buckaroo, it was kind of a matter of scrubbing
through to see what scenes immediately jumped out. I
liked the idea of Kermit for Buckaroo, and for some
reason I just immediately saw Link Hogthrob in the
Lithgow role!

DB: What was your process like creating the image?

BM: I generally play around with a very rough sketch at
the start, and then tweak things in Photoshop to make

McCorkindale ‘20

Under construction: The Shock Tower scene in progress, in
pencil (top) and inks (bottom). Credit: Bruce McCorkindale

sure the elements work together, the perspective’s right,
etc. Then, I'll go to full pencils. I scan the pencils and do
whatever tweaking might be needed in Photoshop. As I
recall, Buckaroo didn’t need a lot of tweaks. Once I'm
happy with it, I print a light bluish-gray version of the
pencils onto bristol board. I ink that up with pretty
traditional tools: dip pens, brushes, and some
permanent pen. The final stage is adding tones with
liquid watercolors and watercolor pencils. This is often
my favorite part...it’s sort of like the dessert to the meal!

DB: Are you still accepting requests for commissions?

BM: Yes, I'm still open for commissions! I took October
off to do another “Muppet a day” for what I'm calling
“Muptober.” I have a waiting list for commissions. I'm
currently looking at February, 2021 for new requests.
You can contact me at brucemccorkindale@gmail.com.
I'm also easy to find on Twitter and Facebook! ¥~



mailto:brucemccorkindale@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/brucemccorkinda?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/bruce.mccorkindale
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Buckaroo Banzai Action Figures!
By Sean Murphy

Official merchandise related to The Adventures of
Buckaroo Banzai Across the Eighth Dimension, such as
the View-Master discs and the videogame, was released
at the same time as the film. Sadly, no licensed action
figures were ever made. As a child of the 1970s, this was
disappointing. We’d grown up with Star Wars toys, and
Buckaroo Banzai action figures seemed like a no-
brainer. Knowing the complicated legal issues with the
film, and understanding the fact that the film wasn’t
successful at the box office, it’s not really a surprise that
action figures didn’t happen at the time.

Then, around the turn of the millennium, there was a
brief moment when action figures almost did happen.

Unbeknownst to fans, Buckaroo Banzai action figures
became a real possibility around the same time the DVD
was released in 2002. Adam “Mojo” Lebowitz,
interviewed in the previous issue about the Ancient
Secrets and New Mysteries trailer, discussed the
following incredibly cool tidbit. “There was interest from
McFarlane Toys to do some Buckaroo Banzai action
figures. That never materialized but I know they were
keen on it.” This revelation is more than a little
heartbreaking when looking at how well-crafted and
detailed McFarlane toys are and wondering what they’d
have done with the various Buckaroo Banzai characters.
Alas, it was not to be.

Luckily this did not turn out to be the end of the line.

Resin Underworld

Fast forward to April, 2020. The BBI Club Facebook
page posted a link to Figure FETTish’s Instagram page
announcing that Resin Underworld would be creating
Buckaroo Banzai action figures. The intention was to
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John O’Conner, front and back of the package, by way of
Resin Underworld. Credit: Resin Underworld

Villains from the Underworld: (L to R) John Gomez, John
O’Conner, and John Bigbooté come to life as they emerge
from the molds of Resin Underworld. Credit: Resin Underworld

release five action figures from the film through the
Resin Underworld website: Buckaroo Banzai in his Jet
Car uniform, New Jersey in his cowboy outfit, and three
Lectroids (John Gomez, John O’Conner, and John
Bigbooté). Each figure would cost $55.

Examining the Lectroids, it’s easy to see how each figure
was crafted to look exactly like the characters from the
movie, from their facial features down to their costumes.
Buckaroo is suited up and ready to hop into the Jet Car
for his famous desert ride and New Jersey comes with a
cowboy hat and two six guns. Although the cost of
purchasing all five was high at $275, the images alone
were enough to show that a lot of love was poured into
these action figures. This was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to own these unique Buckaroo Banzai action
figures and I decided to take the plunge. I wasn’t
disappointed when I received them.

The figures are all hand painted, stand on their own two
feet, and have no moving parts. I was expecting the
figures to be posable, like the articulated action figures I
grew up with, but this wasn’t a problem since they
looked so cool. The backing card they are attached to,
each one 10 inches x 7.5 inches, are very nicely done with
the character’s name and image. There is no character
information on the back of the card as there was with the
old Star Wars action figures. This feels like a bit of a
missed opportunity as there is a lot of information out
there, from the press kit for instance, that could be used
to add content about the characters. It was a little
surprising that the Jet Car costume was the “look” that
Resin Underworld choose for their Buckaroo figure. The
more obvious approach would be to have him dressed in
the iconic suit with red bowtie.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/View-Master
http://www.worldwatchonline.com/vm.htm
http://www.figmentfly.com/bb/game.html
http://www.figmentfly.com/bb/newsletters/world_watch_one_august_10th_2020.pdf
https://mcfarlane.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/17227684366
https://www.instagram.com/figurefettish/
http://www.resinunderworld.com/
http://www.figmentfly.com/bb/publicity.html
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Each figure comes packaged in its own clamshell blister
pack, which can be opened without damaging the card
it’s attached to, which allows you to maintain the
integrity of the packaging and backing card.

World Watch One reached out to the Resin Underworld
folks to learn more about their Buckaroo Banzai figures.
Figure FETTish was open to an interview. His answers
were given a thumbs up from his partner, Magitarius.

World Watch One: Why did you decide to create
Buckaroo Banzai resin figures?

Figure FETTish: This started out in a conversation
about how we wished there’d been a toy-line produced
from the film. Later on Magitarius and I traveled to
California for a Designer Artists convention. While there,
we visited the Aqueduct that was used in the end-credit
scene of Buckaroo Banzai. We shot a short crude video,
as well as we could, somewhat mimicking that scene. At
some point later we were talking about the toys again
and we decided to make a few of the characters.

WWO: How did you choose the first BB characters that
you created?
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FF: We knew we had to have good guys and bad guys, so
the bad guys were going to be Red Lectroids, obviously.
If you are going to do Red Lectroids, then of course you
have to have John Bigbooté. From that choice we
decided just to focus on the three Red Lectroids chasing
down the overthruster. For the good guys we knew we
had to have Buckaroo. We had a hard time deciding
which version of him to make. We settled on the Jet Car
version as the first one. We decided on New Jersey due
to his portrayal in the movie and just the general
popularity and likability of Jeff Goldblum. We thought

keeping it to the five characters was a manageable
number until we could determine where we were going
with these figures.

WWO: What other BB characters/designs were under
consideration?

FF: Lord John Whorfin, another version of Buckaroo
Banzai, and John Parker.

WWO: What was the response to the BB figures you
created?

FF: We suspected that they would go over well at
conventions. We had planned to release them at shows
in 2020, but everything was cancelled because of
COVID. We decided to do a small release over social
media. We were surprised at the response from just that
small effort.

WWO: Why resin figures instead of vinyl? How do resin
toys compare to the Star Wars action figures we
collected growing up?

FF: Resin is easy to work with, once you learn the
materials, and does not require expensive machinery to
produce an item. Star Wars figures were made, in the
final stages, with an injection molding process, which
takes expensive molds and machinery to produce the
figures. Silicone molds and liquid resin is a way to go for
small scale manufacturing.

WWO: What is the process of creating figures from
beginning to end?

FF: Using action figures as the example, first you have to
make up a figure to produce a mold from. The figure
could be sculpted from scratch or kitbashed from other
toys, or a combination of the two. Once you have the
different pieces, arms, legs, head, body, etc., you use a
silicon material to make your mold. Once you have a
mold, you mix up a two part resin and pour it into the
mold to let it cure. That is an over simplification to the
process. There is a lot in determining how you will make
your mold and how many molds there will need to be
based on the parts that make up the figure. A lot of
thought goes into figuring out how to make the vents in
the mold. The vents are where air will escape from in
order to remove bubbles in the resin, so it casts solid.
This is a tricky process and one where you get better at it
the more you do it.

WWO: What color is the figure when it comes out of the
mold?

FF: It depends on the color tints you can use. You add
them to the resin when mixing to give it a color. I often
use a basic white, for figures I am going to paint or a


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kitbashing
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New Jersey rides again! (L to R) 1) A mold is opened to reveal a resin New Jersey igure. 2) A closer look at the mold. 3) The

-

New Jersey figure, built and painted. Credit: Figure FETTish/Resin Underworld

base color if only highlighted areas are painted. The resin
without any tints is clear with a slight amber tint. We
believe, as it ages, the clear will become more amber -
like a lot of 70’s and 80’s toys you have seen that have
clear windshields/canopies.

WWO: How long does the process take from the initial
idea to creating a mold, casting the figure, painting it,
and creating the packaging?

FF: When things are rolling it could be days. It just
really depends on how motivated you are and how much
procrastination you can avoid.

WWO: Is it possible to make resin figures that have
moveable arms and legs?

FF: It is very possible. We both have made figures with
movable limbs. It does introduce additional work and
considerations. For the Bionic Chewy we made, the arms
were movable. We used the magnet technique to
accomplish this. A lot of artists use magnets for head,
arm, and leg articulation. It is not the best method, but it
works. I am currently making some newer figs that have
movable arms, which use a single shaft to allow the arms
to move. They do not move individually, but they are
allowed to move. This is primarily so they can fit in
vehicles. When designing the BB figures, we went with a
basic static figure. We both started this as collectors and
making static figures is a good way to get started. You
don't get overwhelmed by making a complex figure and

can focus on learning about the materials. We felt the BB
figs were most likely going to be collected and displayed
as opposed to being possibly posed or played with. That
being said, later version may be made with articulation,
such as ones that may come with vehicles.

WWO: How many figures do you make per production
run?

Six Million Dollar Wookiee: Mash-ups are a frequently
visited theme among-fan made action figures. The Six Million
Dollar Man’s "The Secret of Bigfoot" (1976) blends seamlessly
with Star War’s (1977) Chewbaccca; two great tastes that
taste great together. Credit: Resin Underworld
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FF: I keep my works in the 10’s and usually limited runs.
If something is popular, I may make more runs of them
or do a new version 2.0 run of the figure. Gallery shows
are typically limited runs or exclusives. Most gallery
owners like for the items to be exclusive to the show you
are submitting for.

WWO: Do you have any legal concerns from intellectual
property rights holders in making these toys?

FF: Since I am not a lawyer, I have to put this into terms
that I understand and have learned. Someone else could
explain this better. These works fall into an art category,
typically being fan-made, parody, satire, commentary,
tribute, etc. A lot of my works are parodies and in no way
am I saying these are made as official items from the
franchise owner. For the Buckaroo Banzai figures, there
are no existing toy lines and these are fan made pieces of
art. They are also on a limited scale. We do not present
them as some official product from the franchise, they
are just pieces of fan produced hand-made art. What we
have seen from other artists is that sometimes they may
receive a cease-and-desist letter saying to stop making
the pieces.

This is usually seen respectfully as a badge of honor. This
is not about being a scofflaw or thumbing your noses at a
franchise owner. It is more about the fact you produced
something that was noticed by the owners that they felt
was good enough to get the recognition. That is the best
way I can put it. Most artists comply with the cease-and-
desist and, in some cases, reach out to the owners to see
about producing pieces for them or obtaining the rights.

WWO: What’s been your worst production disaster?

FF: This typically revolves around meeting deadlines
and getting pieces done for conventions or gallery shows.
You are working on your pieces and then either you goof
up a mold and the pieces don't come out right, or you get
your figure done and then realize there are no blisters
that fit the size of your figure readily available, so maybe
you have to redesign your packaging. Also, running out
of materials when you have to meet deadlines. All this is
related to bad planning, like most things are. I have a
tendency to jump first into a project with only quick
planning ahead, which is when these issues arise later.

WWO: Will you make more BB figures in the future?

FF: We are planning on making another run of the
previously made figures and adding some new ones. The
new characters are TBD. There are so many characters to
choose from. We want to make them all but we need to
be selective. Some of the characters up for consideration
are John Parker, Rawhide, Buckaroo in a different outfit,
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Resin Underworld is the name of the collaboration
between figure makers Magitarius and Figure FETTish
for pieces to which they both contribute.

Figure FETTish got his start creating resin toys by
collecting other artists’ work. Eventually he had ideas of
his own to explore. He slowly figured out the process of
molding and began making his own toys. Magitarius
was always interested in toys and wanted to make his
own characters.

Figure FETTish said that their collaborations usually
came from conversations about other toys, pop culture
franchises, music, and other artworks. Eventually, one
of them says “I wish there was a toy for that...”.

Figure FETTish is partial to the Star Wars parody
playsets that he makes independently, as well as the
Galactic Office Playset, which came with an Upper
Management Ackbar figure, and the Tatooine Discotek
that came with a Disco Greedo figure.

Figure FETTIsh really liked the Bionic Chewy figure
that he and Magitius collaborated on for their Resin
Underworld projects. This figure was Chewbacca as the
Bionic Bigfoot and a tribute to Kenner’s Star Wars and
Six Million Dollar Man figures. The Bionic Chewy had
an arm that could be replaced with weapons and tools
included with the Action Pack. The most popular Resin
Underworld collaborations to date are the Bionic Chewy
and Buckaroo Banzai figures.

When considering what inspires him to create,
FigureFETTish said that it’s more about a concept than
the actual toy. He described this journey as a search for
some “Conceptual World” that moves him, where he can
visualize characters to make figures as well as the
vehicles and playsets to accompany them; something
along the line of Micronauts, only a totally new world
and the characters that live there. -S. Murphy


http://www.resinunderworld.com/
https://www.magitarius.com/
http://www.figurefettish.com/
https://www.picuki.com/media/1910746392504905275
https://www.picuki.com/media/2170268125606322381
https://figurefettish.storenvy.com/products/29282899-bionic-chewy-and-action-pack
https://figurefettish.storenvy.com/products/29282899-bionic-chewy-and-action-pack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Micronauts
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